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length of time they were to be occupied, had been decided,
Nintchitch, the President, announced that Poland asked to be
declared re-eligible at the end of the three-years' period, in
conformity with the new regulations that had been adopted for
membership; 48 States were present at the voting, but only 44
voted; Poland to succeed required a majority of two-thirds, and
actually obtained 36 votes, or six more than necessary; eight
States voted against her, but as the voting was secret their names
were unknown.
"KING OF POLAND" RUMOURS
Towards the end of October 1926 there were rumours that
Pilsudski intended to make himself King of Poland. These were
occasioned by a visit he paid to Nieswiez, an ancestral residence
of the Radziwills, his ostensible object being the decoration with
a military order of the grave of an aide of his, Prince Stanislas
Radziwill, who had fallen in battle in 1920 during the war with
Soviet Russia. Pilsudski was accompanied by two of the members
of the Government, and he found assembled at Nieswiez a large
number of the Polish aristocracy and gentry, including Prince
Janus Radziwill, the head of his branch of his house, who gave
him a warm welcome. Pilsudski's visit was explained by his wish
to give to his Government as wide a base as possible of patriotic
union; he desired the co-operation of these Conservatives, as
of others, in his work for the good of their common country.
THE SEYM DEFIANT
When the Seym resumed on November 13, 1926, President
Moscicki informed it that its task would be the examination of
the Budget, as submitted by the Government, for the year April i,
1927, to March 31, 1928. A decree issued on November 4 had
restricted the "liberties of the Press," and penalized the spreading
of false news; this was described by some journalists as "gagging
the Press in a manner equalled only in Russia and Italy." The
Socialists, who had supported the May Revolution, turned their
backs on Pilsudski, and were loud in their complaints. There
was continuous excitement in political circles, but at the same